Sixth Form Academic Information

2024-26 ueenswood






Contents

THE SIXTH FORM AT QUEENSWOOD

FROM THE HEAD OF SIXTH FORM
CHOOSING COURSES

COMBINATIONS

CAREERS

BIOLOGY

BUSINESS

CHEMISTRY

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION

COMPUTER SCIENCE

DANCE

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN
DRAMA AND THEATRE.

ECONOMICS

ENGLISH LITERATURE

FINE ART: ART AND DESIGN

FRENCH

GEOGRAPHY

HISTORY

LATIN

MATHEMATICS

MEDIA STUDIES

MUSIC

PHOTOGRAPHY: ART & DESIGN

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PHYSICS

POLITICS

PSYCHOLOGY

SPANISH

TEXTILE DESIGN: ART & DESIGN
THEOLOGY, PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS
THREE-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN: ART & DESIGN
EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION
COLUMN Q

ENRICHMENT IN THE SIXTH FORM
PHYSICAL EDUCATION (NON-EXAMINATION)
MENTORING AND LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
BOARDING IN THE SIXTH FORM

TYCOON IN SCHOOLS

QUEENSWOODIAN MAGAZINE

COMMON DEGREE COURSES AND SUGGESTED SUBJECTS

O cOoN NP B W

S A DA DS DS W LW W LW WLWLWLWLW N NNMNNNNNRRRRRB B B
\%%Ogoﬁﬁg\&hhwNooo\lox\h-hm'-‘\ooo\l\nwmoooo\mwwpo




Queenswood Sixth Form Academic Information Booklet 2024-26

Please note: The information in this publication is correct as of 20 September 2023,
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academic departments if you have any further questions.

Examination_fees vary by subject and will be charged to parents.




The Sixth Form at Queenswood

The Sixth Form should prove to be the happiest and most rewarding years of your school career as

you specialise in the subjects you have enjoyed the most, or experience others for the first time. You
will begin to manage your own time more independently, and to set your own priorities, balancing the
demands of academic, sporting and social activities. Independent study is a crucial part of learning in
the Sixth Form, as for the first time, a significant proportion of your timetable will feature study periods.
Your Tutor will help you achieve your aims and make the most of your studies, acting as a guide,
advocate and mentor throughout the Sixth Form. Life in the Sixth Form helps develop, and requires,
the qualities of independence and responsibility, as well as opening up a wealth of new opportunities
and interests.

You can, of course, continue to take part in all co-curricular activities as before — sport, music,
drama, and all sorts of others — as well as some societies reserved for the Sixth Form: the Young
Enterprise and Global Young Leaders schemes, for example. In addition to their academic study, pupils
are enrolled onto Column ), our enrichment programme, which brings together a wide-ranging lecture
course; tuition in the academic research skills that are necessary for success at university, and that give
access to the Extended Project Qualification; community service; and a choice of elective courses that
cover topics of academic enrichment, general interest and wellbeing. Study skills courses, careers advice
and work experience opportunities are all available. All will be given leadership opportunities in the
Upper Sixth year.

Almost all of you will go on from Queenswood to a degree course, and we enjoy remarkable success
in applicants gaining places due to the knowledge of you that we have built up and the expertise of our
staff in advising you, and working with you to achieve your first choice. However, Sixth Form work can
be demanding and, in your own interests, the school must be convinced that you have both the academic
potential and motivation to make a success of the two years. We therefore expect that you will meet
the minimum requirement of six GCSE or IGCSE passes at 6 or above (including Mathematics and
English Language). You would normally be expected to have gained at least a 7 in any subject chosen
for A-Level, and similar requirements exist for subjects not studied below the Sixth Form.

This booklet provides details of all the courses which are available as well as describing some other
aspects of Sixth Form life. Read it carefully, but remember that your best understanding will be gained
by talking to staftf and especially to current Sixth Formers about their courses, their responsibilities and
their other interests. Selection of subjects for study takes place in the Spring Term.

The recent reform to A-Levels is now complete, and all courses that we offer will be two-year
qualifications assessed by terminal examinations at the end of the course. We do not offer the
intermediate AS-Level qualification; of much greater value 1s the continuity of teaching throughout the
summer of the Lower Sixth.

Can you rise to the challenge of the Sixth Form at Queenswood? I wish you every encouragement
and success.

lan Sheldon, Senior Deputy Head
October 2023

Please note: Examination_fees vary by subject and will be charged to parents.




From the Head of Sixth Form

The Sixth Form experience is undoubtedly a challenge, but it is also, without question, an enormously
exciting time! You will find the experience very different from what you have been used to so far at Q).
For example, your relationships with your teachers will begin to change as you find yourself operating in
a more adult environment. You are no longer restricted to wearing a school uniform, but are instead able
to attend in ‘business dress’.

You will also notice more leadership opportunities arise once you become a Sixth Former, whether it’s
becoming an elected House representative in Year 12 or putting in an application to be a member of
the twelve-strong Senior Prefect Team, which, of course, includes the coveted positions of Head Girl
and her two Deputies. There are also opportunities for Sixth Formers to help mentor younger pupils
who might be struggling with their subjects, and many of our Sixth Formers find this experience a
particularly rewarding one.

Our aim is to provide a rich and stimulating environment in which you can thrive and continue your
educational and personal growth. Very academic pupils will be able to enjoy the wealth of stretch and
challenge activities provided through our Scholars’ Programme, which reaches its pinnacle in the Sixth
Form. There are many clubs and societies, such as the Feminism Club, that Sixth Form pupils not only
partake in, but run as leaders and role models for the younger students. Indeed, there is no ‘typical’ Sixth
Former at Q); each pupil’s unique perspectives and interests are encouraged and fostered, and add to the
enriching and diverse atmosphere that we all enjoy at our school.

When it comes to study, most pupils will take three A-Levels and the Extended Project Qualification,
which will serve as ideal preparation for university applications. We also aim to enrich you with our
bespoke programme of stimulating Electives (known as Column Q)), which includes such courses as “The
Week in Politics’, ‘Oxbridge and Elite Applications’, and the exciting “Tenner Challenge’.

Choosing courses
In choosing your A-Level courses there are four important factors to consider:

* Academic interests

* Abilities, aptitudes and skills

* Career significance and university/college requirements
* The balance and breadth of your courses

We know it can be daunting when it comes to selecting your options, but fear not — we are here to help
you! As you begin to decide on the combination that is right for you, Mr Sheldon (Senior Deputy Head),
Mrs Reid (Careers and Futures co-ordinator) and I will be able to offer you our expert guidance. You
will also be able to seek advice from your tutor, who will get to know you extremely well during your
time in the Sixth Form.




Combinations

There are many ways to choose your Sixth Form subjects. Some will already have their eye on a
particular university course and will need to study one or more subjects to access it. Do not worry if you
have not yet decided as most students naturally proceed from A-Levels to a related course: in choosing
your favourite or best subject, you give yourself every opportunity of success later down the line.

We also recognise that hindsight is a wonderful thing and that students may feel they have made the
wrong choice a few weeks into the Lower 6. In such cases, it will be possible to change subjects (where
subject blocking allows this) in the first few weeks of the Autumn Term. It is also possible to trial a
fourth subject if the aim is to eventually reduce down to three. The key is to seek advice from the people
mentioned above, who will help you make your final decisions.

In addition to A-Level subjects, the EPQ and Column Q), there are also two periods of General Studies,
which predominately involves a programme of outside speakers including MPs, leaders in business and
people with interesting life stories to tell. There are also four PE periods per week, where a wide choice
of activities, including golf, squash, shooting and weights are on offer. These are available in addition to
the main school-based PE activities.

Tutoring

Each pupil is assigned to a tutor group run by their personal tutor. This tutor group helps support the
pupils through their studies, both academically and pastorally. Their personal tutor gets to know each
pupil’s individual passions and strengths and so 1s ideally placed to offer advice and guidance throughout
the Sixth Form. Tutors also deliver the study skills programme during their tutor time sessions, which
helps guide the pupils through the UCAS process. They also write their university references.

Chris Fox, Head of Sixth Form
October 2023




From the Head of Careers and Futures

In the Sixth Form, the focus for most students will be on University (usually through UCAS) or other
higher education applications. Information is also regularly provided on school leaver Apprenticeships
and routes directly into the workplace. Tutors work individually and in groups with pupils to discuss
their thoughts, choices and future applications and help them progress with applications. The role of the
Tutor working individually with each student to consider their best choices is key. The Head of Careers
1s available for one-to-one meetings with all pupils for specific advice and guidance and provides regular
information and advice to the whole sixth form cohort. Our well-stocked Careers room and information
bank supplies information on University choices in the UK, the USA, Canada and elsewhere, as well as
guidance about vocational and professional careers. An annual briefing is offered for parents and pupils
considering University in the USA, and subject tutors, the Head of Careers, the Head of Sixth Form
and the Personalised Learning Centre staff support applications that will require specific additional
elements, including, but not limited to, those for which the early application deadline applies.

Sixth Formers are offered the opportunity to attend externally delivered Oxbridge and other
Universities’ information and briefing events and the Careers department take the year group to one
of the annual UCAS public exhibitions and University fairs. The Head of Sixth Form and the Senior
Deputy Head also meet with every pupil to discuss their future options and are another source of input
and guidance.

The Careers Department runs the ‘My Future Choices’ higher education profiling system with all Lower
Sixth pupils to provide additional information and structure regarding potential choices. This provides
recommendations on specific institutions, relevant courses, taster day sessions and available open days.
Pupils are encouraged to research their choices and attend University open days and taster sessions.

The Sixth Form enrichment programme offers a diverse and stimulating series of weekly external
speakers, trips and events and is a value-adding, important contributor to forming the pupils’ profile,

as 1s the experience of community engagement, personal leadership and volunteering opportunities
offered.

In addition to the in-school programme, a series of trips, events, seminars and experiences occur across
the school year, utilising the extensive and helpful Queenswood alumnae and parent network. Trips into
the City of London, guest speakers and alumnae mentors all build the pupils’ profiles and help shape
their choices.

Queenswood’s rich and personalised approach to Careers, Higher Education and future choices means
that pupils can leave school confident in themselves, their choices, and successful in their future chosen
paths.

Pippa Reid, Head of Careers and Futures
September 2023




BIOLOGY
Why study A-Level Biology?

Biology is the study of living things. In the 21st century, in almost every area of our lives, the biological
sciences are changing the present and shaping the future. The greatest challenges in health, genetics,
medicine, agriculture, conservation, climate change and the environment can only be met with a sound
grasp of Biology. A huge variety of careers, in these areas of knowledge, become open to anyone with
good qualifications in Biology. Other careers include veterinary science, medicine, nursing, forensic
science, psychology, horticulture, sports physiology, pharmacology, ophthalmology, dentistry and
physiotherapy. A qualification in Biology is a good admission to courses in law, journalism, design, art
and numerous other disciplines.

What you need

¢  GCSE Core and Additional Science (or IGCSE Sciences) or the three separate GCSE sciences,
ideally at grade 7,8 or 9

* A genuine enthusiasm for Biology

* A good command of written English with sound skills in Mathematics and Chemistry

* An enjoyment of practical work in the laboratory

* A fascination with the natural world and how it works

* A willingness to work hard with motivation and self-discipline

A-Level topics include

* Toundation topics such as Cell Structure, Biological Molecules, Enzymes, Cell Division
* Exchange and Transport

* Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease

* Communications, Homeostasis and Energy

* Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems

T here will also be development of practical skills and students will work towards a separate Practical Endorsement Award
throughout the A-Level course.

Just as the late 20th century was an era of extraordinary advances in computer technology, so the 21st
century will witness developments in biotechnology and genetics that are hard to imagine now and that
are likely to affect all our lives.

SofiaM

Medical Biosciences at Imperial College London

Studied Biology, Economics and Mathematics




BUSINESS

Business A-Level examines a wide range of topics. There is plenty to learn about how a business 1s set
up and run successfully. Small, large, local, national and multinational businesses are used to provide
examples of the concepts learnt and students are expected to use examples from their own experiences
and knowledge.

The course will examine the factors that influence business decisions, both internal and external,
the core business functions of marketing, finance, operations and people management and students will
learn a range of analytical techniques and models. Ten percent of the marks available will be assessed
through numerical methods so it is essential that candidates are comfortable with calculations, graphs
and ratios. Ideally you will have Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics. Lessons involve a wide range of
teaching and learning methods to engage all students and study is enhanced by trips and the opportunity
to take part in the Young Enterprise company scheme.

The A-Level course will be taught over two years. It is examined at the end of the Upper Sixth by
three written exams, each approximately 2 hours long. There is no coursework.

The course has been designed to encourage candidates to acquire a range of important and
transferable skills:

* presenting arguments and making judgments and justified recommendations on the basis of the
available evidence

* recognising the nature of problems, solving problems and making decisions

* data skills — candidates will be expected to manipulate data in a variety of forms and to interpret
their results

* challenging assumptions using available evidence

During the course, a willingness to study independently and awareness of business in the news will help
you develop the skills and knowledge necessary for success.

Why Business?

Business is obviously of interest if you are considering a career in this field, but almost all occupations
require an understanding of how a business operates and the skills you develop, including the process
of decision-making. Business is a course which combines well with many other subjects, such as Law;,
Psychology, Maths, Physics and Engineering and will increase your understanding of the world in which
we live and the contribution made by businesses to our economic wellbeing.

Chloe T

Business and Management (Marketing) at the University of Reading

Studied Business, Design & Technology and Mathematics




CHEMISTRY

Chemistry is the central science and impacts on all facets of our lives. An understanding of chemistry
1s necessary to all other sciences from astronomy to zoology. All of the materials used by engineers and
technologists are made by chemical reactions and we all experience chemical reactions continuously,
whether it be breathing or baking a cake, driving a car or listening to a battery driven iPod. We are all
faced with challenges that will shape the future of our world. How are we to keep our planet clean,
generate sustainable fuel and food resources for an expanding population, keep the atmosphere safe and
eradicate killer diseases? We don’t yet have all the answers to these important questions but we do know
that chemistry will provide some of the answers. The success of future technologies such as hydrogen
fuel cells, nanotechnology and photovoltaic devices all rely on the ingenuity of chemists to devise new
materials.

What you need

¢ GCSE Combined Science (or IGCSE Sciences) or the three separate GCSE sciences, ideally at
grade 7,8 or 9

* A genuine enthusiasm for Chemistry

* A good command of written English with sound skills in Mathematics

* An enjoyment of practical work in the laboratory

* A willingness to work hard with motivation and self-discipline

The A-Level qualification will be assessed by three written papers which will all be taken at the end of
the course. Practical skills will be developed throughout the course and a portfolio of work will be kept
leading to a separate ‘Practical Endorsement for Chemistry’.

Topics covered during the first year of the course include — Foundations of Chemistry, the Periodic
table, Energy and Core Organic Chemistry. During the second year of A-Level you will study Further
Organic Chemistry (including analytical techniques such as spectroscopy) as well as Physical Chemistry
and the Transition Elements.

You need to be prepared to think around problems and to extend your study skills beyond simple
recall of information. We aim to make this development enjoyable and stimulating, not least by
stressing the relevance of Chemistry to areas such as the environment, society and the economy. The
specification has links with related subjects such as Biology, Geography and Physics.

Chemistry is not only interesting in itself but is also an essential core subject for many University
courses and career paths. These include medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, pharmacy and
pharmacology, food science, cosmetic science, biological sciences, oceanography and meteorology.
Agricultural and environmental sciences, forensic sciences and aspects of engineering also draw on
Chemistry skills.

A Chemistry student is seen as numerate, analytical, and practical with good problem solving,
presentation and communication skills. In short, an A-Level in Chemistry is a highly regarded
qualification.

ElaC

Neuroscience at the University of Cardiff

Studied Chemistry, Biology and English Literature




CLASSICAL CIVILISATION

Classical Civilisation is one of the broadest subjects which you can study for A-Level. Through our
study of Greece and Rome, our exciting course gives you an excellent basis in many different disciplines,
encompassing literature, history, art and archaeology, and philosophy. A subject well respected by
universities, and an excellent companion to subjects of all types, you will leave the sixth form with a
range of transferrable skills which can help you with a variety of degrees.

Whilst it is excellent if you have studied GCSE Classical Civilisation, you are able to take this subject
without it. All you need is a passion for the Ancient World, and a desire to learn about the ever changing

landscape of Greece and Rome over two thousand years ago.

In our study of the OCR Classical Civilisation course, we complete three modules with varying focuses.

The World of the Hero (40%)
* Exploring the greatest epic poems of the Ancient World, from the Odyssey to the Aeneid, and
considering what makes someone a true hero.

Greek Art (30%)
* Looking at the art and architecture of the Greece and Rome, and seeing what we can learn about the
people and societies from the visual sources which remain.

Love and Relationships (30%)
» A study of love poetry, tragedy, philosophy, and other historical sources which explore the topic of love
and relationships in Greece and Rome.

A Level Classical Civilisation is a wonderful subject choice for anyone who likes variety and wants to
know why our society has developed the way it has. The course we teach gives you the skills which you
would acquire in History, English Literature, Philosophy, Art History, and Drama all rolled into one,
and as such it is loved by universities. If you are curious about the world around you, and enjoy learning
brand new very old things, then Classical Civilisation is the place for you.

Also 1f you choose to study a Classical subject (Latin or Classical Civilisation) at A-Level, you will
hopefully have the opportunity to attend one of our international trips in the next two years. We
alternate our trips between Sorrento, Rome and Athens, and give pupils the opportunity to experience
the wonderful archaeological sites and location which they are studying in class.

Maddie B

Classics at the University of St Andrews

Studied Classical Civilisation, Latin and History




COMPUTER SCIENCE

The course enables development and understanding of how computers work on a technical level.
The course is focused on the fundamental aspects of computer architecture and has an emphasis on
the use of programming languages to write programs and applications for real world use. Tuition is
split between classroom based theory and computer-based practical skills to prepare the student for a
substantial coursework project in Year 13. The course is split into the following 3 modules:

Module 1 — Programming

Fundamentals of programming

Fundamentals of data structures

Fundamentals of algorithms

Theory of computation

Assessed by a 2.5 hour practical programming test (40%) focused on a pre-learnt skeleton program

Module 2 — Computer Systems

Fundamentals of data representation

Fundamentals of computer systems

Fundamentals of computer organisation and architecture
Consequences of uses of computing

Fundamentals of communication and networking

Big Data

Fundamentals of functional programming

Assessed by a 2.5 hour written paper theory paper (40%)

Module 3 — Programming project (coursework / Non-exam assessment)

User-driven systems lifecycle project

Analyse a problem and design a solution

Implement the solution

Test and evaluate the solution

Assessed by a practical programming project (20%) where students choose their own project scenario.

Expectations of Students and Career Implications

The ability to work independently; the ability to keep up with current trends in ICT and computing;
the ability to work to deadlines; a technical interest in computing and programming. Students will be
expected to have at least a B grade in both Computer Science and Mathematics at GCSE.

With current growth in the requirement for computing specialists (such as software developers and
network administrators) across industry this course should enhance career opportunities and provide an

excellent platform for a specialist computing role in future.

SophiaM

Computer Science at the University of St Andrews

Studied Computer Science, Chemistry, Maths and Further Maths




DANCE

Dance 1s an exciting, predominately practical course that allows candidates to acquire performance and
choreography experience in state-of-the-art facilities. Students will participate in high quality Dance
performances and have a wonderful studio environment to develop their own creative work. Candidates
will engage in critical thinking about Dance and are therefore encouraged to watch as much live theatre
as possible. Regular theatre trips will be offered as part of the A-Level specification as well as visits

to watch Dance companies. This course is suitable for confident, creative performers who have some
previous Dance experience.

Component 1 : Performance and choreography

» Solo performance based on a practitioner

* Performance in a quartet

* Group choreography

* Practical Dance will be assessed with a live externally moderated examination.

* Practical examination (50% of A-Level). Practical Dance will be assessed with a live externally
moderated examination.

Component 2 : Critical engagement

* Knowledge, understanding and critical appreciation of ‘Rooster’ Christopher Bruce 1991

* Knowledge, understanding and critical appreciation of one set work chosen from a prescribed list by the
candidate

* Knowledge, understanding and critical engagement of the professional repertoire and history of
Rambert Dance Company

* Knowledge, understanding and critical engagement of the Independent Contemporary Dance Scene
and key practitioners within this genre.

* 2 hour 30 minute written examination (50% of A-Level)

DaniellaR

Musical Theatre with Foundation at the University of West London

b Studied Dance, Drama and Theatre Studies, English Literature and Music




DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN

What will | be studying?

The Product Design course has been designed to encourage students to take a broad view of Design and
Technology and to give you the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and confidence to succeed in a
number of careers. Especially those in the creative industries.

You will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic influences on design and
technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put their learning in to practice by producing products of
their choice.

Below are some examples of the areas of knowledge that will be taught during the course:

* Identify a design need and respond effectively and creatively.

* Investigate current solutions to problems and develop improvements based upon the existing
products.

* Research and analyse information that can be used in the development of a solution.

*  Knowledge of particular technological concepts and the ability to apply them.

* The ability to develop ideas based upon a design criteria.

*  Materials and their applications.

* The requirements for product design, development and manufacture.

* Design communication.

* How technology and cultural changes can impact on the work of designers.

*  Responsible design.

* Protecting designs and intellectual property.

* Enterprise and marketing in the development of products.

What could the course lead to?

Product Design is a versatile course that can lead to a variety of creative and technical careers, some of
which include Industrial Designer, Furniture Designer, Quality Assurance, Engineering (Mechanical,
Civil, Structural), Architecture, Computer Aided Design, Computer Aided Manufacturing, Sustainable
Technologies, Graphic Designer, Set Designer and Interior Designer.

Are there any trips or extracurricular activities linked to this course?

Where possible we seek to observe design and manufacture in action, this is carried out by visiting
several commercial sites.

What benefits does this subject have for University entrance?

Product Design prepares students to take part in the development of tomorrows’ rapidly changing
world. Creative thinking encourages students to make positive changes to their quality of life. The
course encourages young people to become autonomous and creative problem-solvers, as individuals
and as part of a team. The understanding and use of new and emerging technologies is an important
part of this process and is a key part of the course.




What skills or learning approach do | need for this subject?

Imagination, creative problem solving, enthusiasm and a willingness to work hard will be essential for a
successful completion of the course. The ability to recognise and overcome challenges and constraints
when working towards a final solution. An understanding of how to draw on a range of skills and
knowledge from other subject areas.

Paper 1

* A 2%2 hour written theory paper that is a combination of short answer, multiple choice and extended
response. The focus is on the core technical principles and core designing and making principles.

* This contributes to 30% of the total A Level marks.

Paper 2

* A 1Y2 hour written theory paper that is a combination of short answer, multiple choice and extended
response. The focuses on the of the paper is specialist knowledge, technical and designing and making
principles with is split into 2 parts. Section A uses Products Analysis as its main theme and Section B
looks at commercial manufacture in Product Design.

* This contributes to 20% of the total A Level marks.

Non-examined Assessment (NEA)

* A coursework project in the form of electronic portfolio that records the evidence of a single design and
make activity that requires you to demonstrate practical applications of technical principles, designing
and making principles and specialist knowledge.

» The coursework contributes to 50% of the total A Level marks and will last 45 hours.

What syllabus do you follow?

AQA.

Annie L

Fine Art (Extension Degree) Foundation Year at Goldsmiths, University of London

Studied Design & Technology, History and Mathematics
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DRAMA AND THEATRE (AQaA: A-Level 7262)

Drama and Theatre Studies is an exciting and popular choice at A-Level. Students participate in high
quality performances using our state-of-the-art facilities and take ultimate responsibility for producing
cutting-edge theatre. They are encouraged to attend the theatre as much as possible. Lower Sixth
students may wish to participate in the Edinburgh Festival Theatre Studies Trip in August, although
this 1s not compulsory. This course is for confident and bold performers, energised and dynamic team
workers and innovative and creative thinkers.

Queenswood School won the Good Schools Guide Award for the best results at A-Level Drama in 2006.

The A-Level comprises three components:

Component 1: tests your knowledge and understanding of theatre through:

*  Written exam — 3 hours — 80 marks

*  40% of the A-Level

» The written exam will feature questions on two set-texts and the work of theatre makers in a single live
theatre production.

Component 2: invites you to create an original, devised drama and includes:
*  Working notebook — 40 marks

* Devised performance — 20 marks

* 30% of the A-Level

Component 3: requires a practical exploration and interpretation of extracts taken from three different
plays:
» Performance of extract 3 — 40 marks

» Reflective report — 20 marks

* 30% of the A-Level

» Component 3 is marked by the examination board

EvaC

Drama, Applied Theatre and Education at the Royal Central School of Speech and Drama,
University of London

Studied Drama and Theatre Studies, English Literature and Psychology




ECONOMICGS

What is Economics?

Economics is about the fundamental problems of scarcity and choice and any economics course usually
begins by introducing these key ideas and explaining how different societies adopt different approaches
to solving these problems. The subject also looks at what motivates us as consumers and how we make
choices. Recently the exciting new field of behavioral economics has been added to the syllabus to
analyses why people make certain decisions or behave in a certain way. It is an analytical subject that
provokes us to think about how and why things happen in our world. You will soon come to realise that
many of the things that we do are driven by economic choice.

A-Level

Introduction to markets and market failure

This examines how individual consumers, producers and workers make decisions about how to allocate
their scarce resources and to answer such questions as

What goods shall I buy? What goods shall I make?
How much shall I buy? How much shall make?
How many hours shall I work? What job shall I do?

The UK economy — performance and policies

This studies the economy as a whole, how the productivity of our economy is measured and determined,
the role of money, fiscal and monetary policy, international trade, exchange rates, the balance of
payments, economic development and the role of government in all areas of the economy. It explains
all those economic topics that you read about in the papers, like economic growth, money, financial
crises, unemployment and inflation. By the time you complete this unit, many of the issues that are
debated every day in the media will become much more clear to you.

In the second year of your course, the range of study broadens and we will look at two main themes:
Business behaviour and the labour market

This focuses on the UK economy and the role that business and industry has to play in the production
of goods and services.

A global perspective
This looks at the place of the UK economy from a global perspective, looking at issues like international

trade and economic development. It also examines recent economic history and the lessons that could
be learnt for the credit crunch and other financial crises.

What is studying Economics like?




Economics involves some formal teaching where you will make notes from lectures given by the
teacher, watch videos and presentations and listen to presentations and discussions initiated by others
in your group. You will be expected to research topics online and to use other resources to make
your presentations and to produce your formal assessments. We also try to take part in inter-school
conferences and lectures and debates held at central London venues.

Lessons normally occur every day of the week, so a different range of activities take place from day to
day so that a variety of methods of teaching and learning take place. From one day to the next you will
be expected to have read a newspaper and listened to economics and business news on the radio and TV.
Frequently, one or two students are asked to report back to the group on current issues. Inevitably, there
will be some formal exercises to complete in class and also as study; these will all be based upon past
exam questions so that you are always preparing for your final assessments.

Assessment

Markets and business behaviour

The national and global economy

Microeconomics and macroeconomics

All of these papers are composed of some shorter answer and some longer answer data response
questions that require well-reasoned and well-analysed responses.

Why Economics?

Economics is a very useful A-Level for those considering a financial career, politics and law, or a
managerial position career. Economics is highly regarded by university admissions tutors as it bridges
arts and science subjects and promotes an analytical and critical mind set. It may be combined with
many subjects: Sciences, Mathematics, Statistics and Languages. As a subject which is normally
categorised as a “Social Science”, Economics is often taught alongside Psychology, Sociology, Politics
and Law, and there are aspects of these separate disciplines within Economics itself. A new area of
study that is emerging within Economics and which is being taught at many universities is “Behavioural
Economics” which merges the disciplines of Economics and Psychology. Some university Economic
courses are taught with a very mathematical bias, while others are taught as a more traditional “Political
Economy” which focuses on the inter-relationship of political and economic thinking.

Sienna W

Philosophy, Politics and Economics at the University of Oxford

Studied Economics, Mathematics, History and Computer Science




ENGLISH LITERATURE
Why should I study English Literature?

If you’ve ever been inspired by a poem, a play or a story, you're interested in creative writing, and
you're curious about ideas and people, A-Level English Literature will appeal to you. It’s a challenging
subject, but a rewarding one. It’s also a subject highly regarded by universities, because it develops your
ability to think critically and to argue persuasively, which is relevant to a wide range of disciplines, from
Marketing to Law.

By studying English Literature at A-Level, you won’t just grow intellectually, you’ll grow as a person.
Inevitably, the topics we consider will have relevance to your own life and experiences, and you’ll bring
your own unique perspectives to the table. You’ll also learn from your fellow students, as well as your
teachers and the critics you read; exchanging ideas is a key part of the process.

You’ll progress in your writing skills, learning to communicate fluently using sophisticated vocabulary.
You'll prepare to build an argument, using details from the text to support your case. You’ll become
confident in discussing the ways literary texts are a product of their social and cultural context. Most
importantly, you’ll develop the ability to analyse writers’ methods, and appreciate how they shape
meaning, and convey powerful messages across time.

We begin the course with two iconic works of literature, Othello, and The Great Gatsby, each of which
you’ll study with a different teacher. During Year 12, you’ll also be introduced to a range of love poetry,
and you’ll go on to study Alice Walker’s powerful novel, The Color Purple, the classic drama A Streetcar
Named Desire, and Carol Ann Duffy’s collection of poetry Feminine Gospels. You’'ll read extracts from
novels such as The God of Small Things and Beloved, and you’ll be encouraged to discover your own literary
interests. 20% of the A-Level is coursework, which means you choose your own texts and tasks.

Paper 1: Love through the ages

Study of three texts: The Great Gatsby, Othello, and Love Poetry before 1900. Examination will include two
unseen poems.

*  Written exam: 3 hours

* Open bookin Section C only

* 75 marks

e 40% of A-Level

Paper 2: Texts in shared contexts

Option 2B: Modern times: literature from 1945 to the present day. Study of three texts: A Streetcar
Named Desire, Feminine Gospels, and The Color Purple. Examination will include an unseen prose extract.
Examination will include an unseen prose extract.

*  Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes

*  Open book

* 75 marks

*  40% of A-Level




Non-exam assessment: Independent critical study: texts across time

Comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of which must have been written pre-1900. One
extended essay (2500 words) and a bibliography.

* 50 marks

*  20% of A-Level

* assessed by teachers

* moderated by AQA

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S
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FINE ART: ART & DESIGN

The two-year A Level Fine Art course introduces students to a variety of experiences that explore a
range of traditional and contemporary media, techniques and processes. Students will explore relevant
images, artefacts and resources relating to a range of art, craft and design, from the past and from
recent times, including European and non-European examples, which is integral to the investigating
and making processes. Students’ responses to these examples will be explored through practical and
critical activities that demonstrate their understanding of different styles, genres and traditions.

Students will explore the use of drawing for different purposes, using a variety of methods and media
on a variety of scales. Students will use traditional methods and/or digital techniques to produce
artwork, or in combination. Students should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one

or more areas of fine art, such as drawing, painting, sculpture, installation, lens-/light-based media,
photography and the moving image, printmaking, mixed media or land art. They may explore
overlapping areas and combinations of areas.

Students are required to participate actively in their course of study, recognising and developing their
own strengths in the subject and identifying and sustaining their own lines of enquiry.

Scheme of Assessment

There is synoptic assessment in both components of the A-level 